Literary Analysis Self-Editing Checklist
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A great tip for catching simple errors is by listening to your essay read out loud.  You can either read it out loud to yourself OR you can highlight your entire essay, hit “copy,” and then paste it into Google Translate (click). Make sure that you click “English,” then press the listen button.      Listen very carefully to catch mistakes in your writing.  Listen for the flow of your essay, does it make sense? Are there parts that are confusing, and need more explanation or transitions?
Introduction 

· Did you mention the author and book title in the first one or two sentences? (Did you write “Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time”?)
· Do you give a 2-4 sentence summary of the story?
· Did you discuss what your character is relatable to the reader? (F/e: Why is Meg a good character?)
· Is your thesis at the end of your introduction? 

· Does your thesis discuss your character’s three traits, as well as why it matters to the novel?

Body Paragraphs 

· Does each body paragraph only discuss one character trait? 

· Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence that introduces that character trait? 

· Does each body paragraph have two quotes from the novel?
· Do you have two sentences of commentary explaining each of the quotes and how it relates to conflict?
· Are all direct quotes from the story correctly written and in quotation marks? Did you include the page number in parentheses?

· Is the period AFTER the parentheses? There shouldn’t be a period before that.

· Are all quotes introduced in your own words? Did you at least write “L’Engle writes, ‘blah blah’” at the beginning of each quote? 
· Do you explain how one quote shows internal conflict and the other shows external conflict? You can’t use one quote and say it shows both!

· When you’re explaining internal conflict, are you explaining what’s going on in your character’s head and what they’re feeling and struggling with?
· Are your quotes honestly the best quotes you can use to explain this character’s trait, or is there a better quote in the novel that you can use?

Conclusion 

· Do you restate your thesis in different words? 

· Do you discuss why your character is relatable to young readers?

· Do you discuss why A Wrinkle in Time is an important novel to read?
· Does your essay sound like it’s done, or is it just kind of… short? 

Other 

· Do you talk about the story in present tense? 

·  Is the essay in third person? (No I, me, my, mine) 

· Do you AT ANY POINT use language like “today I am going to talk about” or “my character is..”

· Are you focused on explaining the conflict that’s being developed in the character, or are you just summarizing what’s happening in the quotes?
· Did you capitalize EVERY NAME? (Not just names, but places and book titles too!)
· Did you capitalize the beginning of EVERY SENTENCE?

· Did you use commas, or do your words all run together?
